CONSTITUTION
OF THE GRADUATE STUDENT ORGANIZATION (GSO)

ARTICLE I. NAME

The nameof this organizationshall be the GraduateStudentOrganizationat the State
University of New York, hereinafter called the GSO.

ARTICLE Il. MEMBERSHIP

A. Qualification

All  graduate students (matriculated and non-matriculated, full-time and parttime)
registered at SUN*Binghamton are automatically members of the GSO.

B. Discrimination

No studentshall be excludedfrom participationin, be deniedthe benefits of, or be
subjectedo discriminationin the GSOor any of its suborganizationen the basisof race,
gender,sexualorientation,disability, creed,age,veteranstatus,class,nationalorigin or
any other form so designated by the UniversityOs Affirmative ACtamter.

ARTICLE Ill. PURPOSE AND POWERS

A. Purpose
1. The primary purposeof the GSO shall be to further the educationaland political
experience and cultural development of graduate students.

2. The GSOshall makerecommendationt the appropriatepartieson policiesaffecting
graduatestudents,and shall representthe interestsof the graduatebody to the
Administration.

3. The GSO shall also provide educational,social, and political functions and act as
parent body for all approved graduatearigations.

4. The GSO shall empowergraduatestudentsand supporttheir participation at the
university, school, and departmental levels.

B. Powers
1. The GSOshallhavethe authorityto speakandactin the nameof graduatestudentsand
to enact, amand, and repeal blaws for its internal functioning.

2. The GSO shall have the sole power to collect activity fees from graduate students.



C. Delegation of Powers

The powers of the GSO shall be vestedin the graduatestudentbody exceptwhere
constitutionally delegatedto the Senateor officers electedfrom the graduatestudent
body.

ARTICLE IV . OFFICERS

A. Executive Board

Thereshall be an ExecutiveBoard of the GSO composedf the President{aschair), the

Vice Presidentand the Treasure (who shall all be electedfrom amongthe graduate
studentdn a generalelection);andthe GraduateVice Presidenfor Multicultural Affairs

(who shallbe appointedoy the SocicCulturalandMulticultural Assembly- SCMA); and
such other officers as shak added by provision of the #gws.

B. Elections
Electionsshall be held during the monthof April, andthe termsof office shall run from
July 1 following the elections through June 30 of the following year. (See Article VI).

C. Eligibility
Canddatesfor Office musthavebeenregisteredor atleastonesemestebeforerunning
for that office and must be matriculated.

D. Duties
Duties of officers shall be the following:
1. President
a. The President acts as chair of the Senate.

b. Unlessotherwisespecifiedin the constitution the Presidenshallnominate and
with the adviceand consentof the senate shall appointgraduatestudentsto
fill all positions,createdor vacated,during her or his term of office. If an
office or positionremans vacantfor morethan31 days,the Senateshall have
the power to fill the vacantoffice or position, provided a majority of the
Executive Board consentsto the appointment.This authority extendsto all
graduatestudentpositionsin the University abowe the level of the individual
department.

c. The Presidentshall serve as liaison betweenthe graduatestudentsand the
administration.

d. The Presidentshall be responsiblefor all official GSO correspondenceand
shall keep a record of all correspende.

e. The President is a nmoting ex officio member of all GSO committees.



f. The Presidentshall be responsiblefor all insurancemattersof the GSO,
including liability insuranceworkers@ompensationdisability insuranceand
any other necessainsurance approved by the Senate.

2. Vice President
a. The Vice Presidentassumeghe dutiesof the Presidentwhenthe Presidents
absentandin the eventof the Presidenbeingunableto fulfill the dutieslisted
above the Vice Presidensuccedsto the Presidencyor the remainderof her
or his term office.

b. The Vice Presidentis in chargeof electionsand is chair of the Elections
Committee.

c. The Vice Presidentis Chair of the Constitution, By-Laws, and Chartering
Committee,and shall provideto membersf the Senateuponrequestup-to-
date copies of the GSO Constitution aneldys.

d. TheVice Presidenshall beresponsibldor the minutesof Senatemeetingsand
shall seethatthey aredistributedor postedat leastoneclassday prior to each
regularly scheduled meeting.

e. The Vice President shall mail senators and representativeswritten
announcementsf, and agendador, all Senatemeetingsat least 72 hours
beforethe meetingandshallinform all graduatestudentsof gener&d meetings
in accordance with Article VII, sect. C.

f. The Vice Presidentshall maintain and publish once a month a list of all
registeredGSO senatorsand their attendancet Senatemeetings,and shall
promptly notify the Senateif any senatoror officer has missedmore than
three meetings as specified by Article VI, section 1.2.

g. TheVice Presidentnayrepresenthe Presidenasa nonvoting memberof any
GSO committee.

h. In the eventof a Vice Presidenbeingunableto fulfill the remainderof her or
his term of office, the executivecommitteemay appoint,with the approvalof
the Senatean Acting Vice Presidenwho will assumeall of the dutieslisted
above and be grantedall of the privileges accordedto an elected Vice
President.

3. Treasuer
a. The Treasurershall keepa permanentecordof the funds allocatedto and by
the GSO and shall meetwith the TreasuryOverseeingCommitteeto discuss
those allocations at least once a month when classes are in session.



b. The Treasurershall make a financial report to the Senateat eachregular
meeting,and shall makea publishedsemestereportto the graduatestudent
body.

c. The Treasurershall chair the BudgetCommitteeand shall inform at leasttwo
officers of eachGSO suborganizatiomf GSObudgetrequirementdy March
15.

d. The Treasurershall schedulebudgethearingsduring the Spring Semesteof
eachyearwith all GSOsuborganizationsyhich will submita budgetby April
1, and shall ensurethat hearingsare held in accordancevith the guidelines
established by the GSO Budget Committee.

e. The Treasurels responsiblgor the presentatiorof a budgetto the Senateno
laterthanthe penultimateSenatemeeting.Copiesof the budgetproposalkshall
be mailed to senators 72 hours in adeaotpresentation.

f. The Treasurershall notify organizationsof their budgetallocations,or in the
case of departmental suborganizations, their approximate allocations.

g. The Treasurershall hold regular office hoursand shall make GSO financial
accountsavailablefor GraduateStudentinspectionduring thosehoursandby
appointment (as described in thelaws).

h. TheTreasureis responsibldor insuringthatthe GSOcontributesno morethan
its fair share to various campusde activities.

i. In the eventof a Treasuremeing unableto fulfill the remainderof her or his
term of office, the executivecommitteemay appoint,with the approvalof the
SenateanActing Treasuremwho will assumaell of the dutieslisted aboveand
be granted albf the privileges accorded to an elected Treasurer.

4. Graduate Vice President for Multicultural Affairs

a. The GVPMA shallorganizeandcoordinatethe Socio-culturalandMulticultural
Assembly(SCMA) as a forum for promotingcommunicationand exchange
andfor organizingsocicculturalandmulticultural groupswithin the graduate
school and the GSO.

b. The GVPMA shall work with the Office of Affirmative Action in the
overlookingof fair practicesn the GraduateSchool,andinstitutethe VPMA
asthe chief GSO officer in chargeof screeningand otherwiseconsultingon
issues related to affirmative action.

c. The GVPMA shall collaboratewith concernedorganizationsand individuals
within the universitycommunityto advocategor improving the represerdtion



andprotectingthe rights andinterestsof women,gaysandlesbians peopleof
color, and workineclass students and faculty within the graduate community.

d. The GVPMA shall collaboratewith the undergraduat®& PMA to advocatefor
democracy and derse representation at all levels of university life.

e. The GVPMA shall advocatefor multiracial/multiculturalunderstandingand
democracy in our academic community.

f. The GVPMA shall chair a GrievanceCommitteedesignedto arbitrateissues
relatedto the advocacyof Affirmative Action policies. The committeeshall
include one additional GSO Executive Board member,one memberof the
Sociocultural and Multicultural Assembly, and two additional graduate
studentsappointedby the GVPMA. The committeeshall reservethe right to
freezethe funds of any socio-cultural and multicultural organizationpending
an investigationinto any grievancedeemedsufficiently substantiveby the
committee. The committeeshall reservethe right to freezethe funds for a
pefiod no greater than one year at the conclusion of the investigation.

E. Salaries
The salariesof officersasestablishedn the by-laws may not be changedor any officers
during their term of office.

ARTICLE V . SENATE

A. Kinds of Membership

Thereshall be two kinds of Senatemembershipvoting andnonvoting (representatives).
During senatemeetingsnonvoting memberf the Senateshallhaveall the privilegesof
a senator, save voting.

B. Privileges of Membership

Every member of the Senate shdl receive in writing from the Vice President
announcementef, and an agendafor, any Senatemeetingat least72 hoursbeforethe
meeting.Every memberof the Senateshall,uponrecognitionby the Chair, havetheright
to address the Senate.

C. Composiion of Membership

1. The graduatestudentsin eachdepartmenbr schooloffering a graduatedegreeshall
havetheright to elect,by majority vote of its graduatestudentspne senatoifor each
75 registeredgraduatestudentsor portionsthereof.(A depatmentwith 151 full-time
graduate students could send three senators to the Senate).

2. The elected officers of the GSO shall be voting members of the Senate.

3. Representativeappointedby the SCMA will have seven(7) votes allotted to this
Assembly.



4. Non-voting membersof the Senateshall include the graduaterepresentativeso the
SUNY GraduateCouncil, the editor of the GSO Newsletter,andsuchothergraduate
students as the Senate shall from time to time invite.

5. Graduatestudentsappointe& by the GSOto chairad hocor standingcommitteesof the
GSO,who arenot senatorsshallhaveall the privilegesof nonvoting membersf the
Senate.

6. In no case may a senator be elected to represent more than one department or school.

D. Term of Membership

Electionsfor departmensenatorshall be held betweenMay 1 andthe secondweek of
Fall SemesterTheir term of office shall be one academicyear. Voting memberstatus
shall commenceupon registrationwith the Vice President.Registrationwith the Vice
Presidentbecomefficial uponsubmissionof a completeand updatedGSO Chartered
Organizations List of Officers form.

E. Meetings
1. The Senateshall meetbi-weekly during the academigyearat a time recommendedby
the Executive Board angbproved by the Senate.

2. The Presidenshall havethe powerto call specialmeetingsof the Senateandshallcall
specialmeetingson the petition of ten senatorsThe arrangemenbdf suchmeetings
must comply with Article V, section B.

3. Quorum
(a) For the purposeof determiningthe presenceof a quorum,the Senateshall be

regardecasbeingcomposedf only thosevoting senatorsegisteredwvith theVice
President, not the total potential voting membership.
(b) The quorum of the Senate shalldmethird of the Senate.

4. The Presidenshall chairthe Senateandin his or herabsencethe Vice-Presidenshall
act as Chair. The officer chairing the Senaterelinquisheshis or her right to vote,
except to cast a deciding vote in case of a tie.

5. Meetingsof the Senateshall be conductedby RobertORulesof Order(revised)except
as amended in the Bgws.

6. Any actionof the Senatemay be rescindedoy a majority vote of thosepresentat any
general meeting of graduate students.

ARTICLE V I. ELECTIONS



A. Suffrage

The Senateshall have the power to regulatethe electionsof the GSO or any of its
suborganizationby meansspecifiedin the by-laws, providedthat the by-laws allow all
graduate students the right to vote.

B. Elections Committee
Electionsshall be overseerby the ElectionsCommittee as directedby the Constitution
and the bylaws.

C. ONoO Wutes

In all GSO or GSOrun electionsthe electorate(senator,officer, general,referendum,
recall, or other) shall be presentedwith the option of voting againstall proposalsor
candidatesIn the eventthat OnoQeceivesmore votesthan any candidateno one will
have been elected to the office in question, and it shall be considered vacant.

D. Spoiled Ballots
A blank, spoiled,or incorrectly markedballot shall be consideredan abstentiorandshall
count toward the total votes or ballots cast.

E. Ratification
The ElectionsCommitteeshall submitthe resultsof the electionto the GSO Senatefor
ratification. The Senatemusteitherratify the electionor invalidatethe electionfor cause.

F. Election of Officers

1. Candidatesmust register with the Vice Presidentat leasttwo weeks prior to the
elections.The Vice Presidentshall registerthe nameof any studentmeetingthe
gualifications of an office as specifiedwithin the constitutionupon receiptof a
petition with the signatures of 25 graduate students.

2. A candidatemustreceivea plurality of the votescastin orderto be elected.In the
event of a tie, rwoff electionsare to be held within one week.

3. Candidatedor the positionof GraduateVice Presidenfor Multicultural Affairs must
notify the GVPMA, who thenshall registeraseligible for the position,the nameof
any student meeting the qualifications of the office as specified within the
constitution upon receipt of a petition with the signatures of 25 graduate students.

4. A candidatefor the positionof GVPMA mustreceivea plurality of votescastduring
anelectoralmeetingof the Committeeon Multicultural Affairs. In the eventof atie,
the Committee shall reconvene within one week forofirelections.

G. Election of Senators
SeeAtrticle V, sectionsC andD. All otherregulationgor the electionof senatorshallbe
defined in the bylaws.

H. Election of Suborganization Officers



Regulations for the election of Suborganization Officers shall be defined intaa/fy

|. Recall
1. Recall of Officers:

a. A recall vote shall be arrangedby the Vice Presidentwithin one month of
either:

I. the receiptof a petition containinga numberof graduatestudentsignatures
totaling greaterthanfifty percentof the total numberof votescastin
the last general election of all officers,

ii. or a threefourths vote of the Senate.

b. A recall vote shall be takenby presentingo the electoratethe qgestion:OShaII
(name), the (office), of the GSO be removedfrom office?OIf the recall
receivesa majority of the votescastin the election,then, the seatis declared
vacant.

2. Recall of Senators:

The Vice Presidentuponreceiptof a petition calling for the recall of a senatorsignedby
25 percentf the constituencynvolved, shallarrangeor the constituencyto hold arecall
vote within two weeksof receiptof the petition. If the recall receivesa majority of the
votes cast in the election, then, the seat is declared vacant.

3. Recall of Suborganization Officers:

The Vice Presidentuponreceiptof a petition calling for the recall of a Suborganization
Officer signed by 25 percent of the consttuency involved, shall arrange for the
constituencyto hold a recall vote within two weeksof receiptof the petition.If therecall
receives a majority of the votes cast in the election, then, the seat is declared vacant.
4. More thanthreeunexcusedbsencesn one semestefrom regularly scheduledsenate
meetingdy a senatoror officer, shallresultin heror his office beingdeclaredvacant
by the Senate A motion to removea senatoror officer shall be treatedasa by-law,
exceptthatit shallnot be recordedasa permanenby-law. An officer or senatorshall
have the full privileges of office until he or she is actually removed from office.

5. When a senatoror officer resignsor is recalled,her or his office becomesracant.A
resignation is noofficial until it is announced to the Senate.

6. No officer or senatorshall be subjectedto recall more than oncein a semesteor
during the summer.

J. Referenda
1. The Vice Presidentshall arrangefor a referendumvote to be held within one month
upon either:



(a) thereceiptof a petition containinga numberof graduatestudentsignaturegreater
thanfifty percentof the total numberof votescastin the last generalelectionof
all officers, or,

(b) a threefourths vote of the Senate.

2. A measurereferredto the electorateshall passif it receivesa majority of votescast.
Theresultof areferendunshall be binding for a periodof oneyearunlessotherwise
specified in the referred measure.

ARTICLE V Il. GENERAL MEETINGS OF GRADUATE STUDEN TS

A. Purpose and Powers

GeneralMeetingscan be called by graduatestudentsor the Executive Board, among
other things, to rescind an action of the Senate,to presentamendmentsto the
Constitution,andto seekthe opinion of the graduatestudentobody on controversiaissues
confrontedby the GSO. Actions of the Senatemay be rescindedby a majority vote of

those present at a General Meeting.

B. Method of Calling

The Presidenbr the Senateshall havethe powerto call generaimeetingsof the graduate
studentsThe Presidenshall call a generaimeetinguponreceivingthe written petition of
fifty graduate students.

C. Notification

Notification, including agenda,shall be postedin eachdepartmentat leastthree class
daysin advanceof a generalmeeting.Any businessiot on the postedagendamay not be
considered at a general meeting.

D. Quorum
The quorum at the general meetings shall be at least 50 graduate students.

ARTICLE V Ill. COMMITTEES

A. Ad Hoc Committees
The Senateshall createsuchad hoc committeesas it deemsnecessaryThe Executive
Board may make appointments to such committees subject to the approval of the Senate.

B. Constitution, By-Laws, and Chartering Committee

Thereshallbe a permanentConstitution,by-laws, and Chartemmg Committee chairedby
the Vice Presidenpf the GSOandhavingat leastthreeothermembersecommendedthy
the chairandapprovedy the SenateThis committeeshallexamineall proposedy-laws
and Constitutionalamendmentsand shall make recommendabns about them to the
Senatelt shall periodically review the Constitutionand by-laws and shall, if necessary,
proposechanges.lt shall also make recommendationgo the Senateconcerningthe
granting of charters to suborganizations and the revocdtiexisiing charters.

C. Elections Committee



There shall be a permanentElections Committee co-chaired by the Chief Elections
Officer and the GSO Vice Presidentand having at least three other members
recommendedby the chair and approvedby the Senate The ElectionsCommitteeshall

setup standardgor the validationof electionsandshall gatherandpresento the Senate
any challengedo the validity of generaland suborganizatiorelections.This committee
shall also, with the approvalof the Constituton, By-Laws and CharteringCommittee,
proposeto the Senateby-laws to govern electionsprovidedthat theseby-laws do not

impinge upon suffrage rights as defined in Article VI. Section. A.

D. Budget Committee

Thereshall be a permanenBudgetCommitteechairedby the Treasurenf the GSOand
having at least three other membersrecommendedby the chair of the Senateand
approvedby the Senate.The Budget Committeeshall review the budgetsof all GSO
suborganizationsvheneversubmitted,and submit its recommendationgo the Senate.
The Budget Committeeshall also review both GSO budgetproposedby the Treasurer
and any amendmentgo the budgetin force for the currentfiscal year. The proposed
budgetor amendmentsnust be approvedby the Budget Committee before they are
presented to the Senate for ratification.

E. Treasury Overseeing

Thereshallbea TreasuryOverseeingcommitteechairedby the Assistantto the President
or anonExecutiveBoardmemberandhavingasits memberghe ExecutiveBoardandat

leastthreeothersappointedoy the SenateThis Committeewill not havea quorumunless
at least one nonExecutive Board member is present. The Treasury Overseeing
Committeeshall overseethe recordsof the disbursement®f monies,the transferalof

morey, andthe stateof all GSO accounts.This committeeshall meetat leastonceper

month during the academicyear (SeptembeMay) and shall review all transactions
which have occurredsinceits last meeting.The TreasuryOverseeingCommitteeshall

reportto the Senatdrom time to time, but mustmakea formal reportat leastonceevery

semesterThis committeeshall immediatelyinform the Senateif any irregularitiesor

illegalities are discoveredand can consult with the chief financial officer of SUNY

Binghamton for advice or recommendations.

F. Committee on Academic Freedom

Thereshallbe an AcademicFreedomCommitteechairedby an ExecutiveBoardmember
of the GSO and having at least three other active membersrecommendedby the
committeechair and approved by the Senate.The purposeof the AcademicFreedom
Committeeshall be to investigateand addresgssueswhich impinge uponthe academic
rights and freedoms of graduate students.

G. SocieCultural and Multicultural Assembly

Thereshall be a SocioCultural and Multicultural Assembly(SCMA) comprisedof one
(1) representativérom eachactive charteredsocio-cultural suborganizationandshall be
chairedby the GVPMA. This assemblyshall electseven(7) representative® attendall
GSO Senatemeetirgs assenatorswith full voting rights. The SCMA will actasa lower
house of the GSO Senate and shall be responsible for electing the GVPMA.
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ARTICLE IX. SUBORGANIZATIONS

A. Departmental Suborganizations

1. Graduatestudentsin any departmentor schoolwhich, offers a graduatedegreeare
automatically members of their Departmental Suborganization.Charters of all
DepartmentalSuborganizationsare available for inspectionin the GSO Office.
Graduate Studentsin newly formed departmentscan charter their departmental
suborganization by following the guidelines for repartmental suborganizations.

2. All departmentasuborganizationshall receivea percentag®f the moniesgenerated
by its memberqasdeterminedn the by-laws). Budgetsfor theseorganzationsmust
be approvedby the Senateandthe GSO officially informed of the namesof elected
officers before any monies may be spent by them.

B. Non-departmental Suborganizations

1. Any groupof 25 or moreregisteredgraduatestudentsshall havethe right to presenta
charterfor a Non-departmentaSuborganizatiorto the Constitution,By-Laws, and
CharteringCommitteewhich shall makea recommendatiomegardingapprovalto the
SenateGraduatestudentsshall havethe right to expectany responsibleorganization
to be chartered by the Senate.

2. Funding for the nondepartmentakuborganizationss not guaranteedput shall be
basedn the meritsof the organizationOdaim to meetsomespecialneedof graduate
studentsBudgetsfor theseorganizationsnustbe submittedto the BudgetCommittee
which will assesghe extentof the specialneedaddressedy the organizationand
thenmakea recommendatiomegardingadequatdunding to the SenateMoniesmay
not be spentuntil the GSO hasbeenofficially informedof the namesof the elected
officers.

3. Uponreceivingfunding from the GSO, eachsocio and multicultural suborganization
will berequiredto ensurghata portionof its activitiesfor therelevantacademig/ear
areopento the graduatecommuniy atlargeby postingeacheventannouncementia
the GSOlistserve.In the eventthata suborganization®@stivitiesarelargely member
exclusive,proposedbudgetsfor the following academicyearwill be reducedby 10
percent.

C. Supervision

The Executve Boardshallactin a supervisorycapacityfor all charteredsuborganizations
and shall recommendthe revocationof chartersor the freezing of the funds or any
suborganizatiorconvictedof violating the laws of the United States the Stateof New
York, the GSO Constitution,or the constitutionof the suborganizationn question.The
Presidenshall be an ex officio memberof eachorganizationin orderto performher or
his supervisorytasks. All changesin the constitutionsof suborganizationgnust be
submittedto the Constitution,by-laws,and CharteringCommittee andthento the Senate
for ratification.

ARTICLE X. FINANCES
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A. Stabilization Fund

The GSO shall maintaina Stabilizationfund of an amountdeterminedin the by-laws.
This fund shall be used by the GSO ExecutiveBoardto preventfiscal crisis within the
GSO.Themoneyshallbeinvestedeitherthroughthe University or independentlyandall
interestcollectedshall be paid into the GSO ContingencyFund. Deletionsof the fund
shall be replaed within one calendar year.

B. Contingency Fund

Thereshall be a ContingencyFund maintainedio providethe GSOwith accesdo funds
thatmaybeallocatedat the discretionof the GSO Senatan a mannerconsistentyith the
Regulation®f the Boardof Trusteesthe Constitutionof the GSOandthe by-laws of the
GSO0.GSOfundsnotaccruingfrom activity feesincluding, but not limited, rollover from
the previousfiscal yearandinterestfrom the stabilizationfund shall be heldin the Fund
Balance.Money held in the Fund Balancemay be accessedaluring the fiscal year by
means of an amendment to the budget for that year.

C. Allocation of Monies

No moniesmay be allocatedby the Senatewithout written notice to eachsenator,in
advance.The publishingof the motion to allocate,in full, in the agendaof a regularly
called meeting shall constitute sufficient advance notice.

D. GSO Budget

The GSObudgetshall be submittedfor ratification to the Senatepy the GSO Treasurer
so asto leaveat leasttwo regularly scheduledneetingsavailablefor ratification. Before

presentationon the Senatefloor, the TreasurerOproposedbudget must have won

majority acceptancdy the Budget Committee.Copiesof either budgetmust be made
availableto senatorsand repregntativesat least seventytwo hoursin advanceof the

meetingat which they will be discussedAny amendmentso the currentyearOsudget
may be submittedto the Senateby the Treasureronly after having won majority

acceptance by the Budget Committee.

E. GSO Suborganization Budgets

GSOsuborganizatiobudgetsshallbe submittedto the GSOTreasureno laterthanApril

1 of any given calendaryear. After obtainingthe approvalof the BudgetCommittee,a
suborganizationbudget must be submitted for ratification on the Senate floor.
Suborganizationssubmitting budgets after April 1 may be allotted money at the
discretionof the SenateMoney budgetedo a suborganizatioffior the fiscal yearandnot
spentby the endof thatfiscal yearshallbereturnedo the generafund balanceatthe end
of that fiscal year.

F. Graduate Student Conference, Travel, and Research Fund. (GSCTRF)

A maximumof five percentof the moniesgeneratedrom Activity Feecollectionmaybe
transferredo the GraduateStudentConfaence,Travel, and ResearctiFund (GSCTRF).
The exact percentagewnill be determinedby the Senateduring budgetallocation. The
moneyheld in the GSCTRFshall be usedin partial reimbursemenof graduatestudent
travel to presentpapersat professionalconferencesor conductresearch.Methods of
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disbursemenand conditionsof awardof GSCTRFmoniesshall be definedin the by-
laws. Any balanceremainingat the end of the year shall rollover to the generalFund
Balance of the GSO.

ARTICLE XI. BY -LAWS

A. Theby-lawsto this Constitutionwill provideoperationaproceduresgor the GSO,and
shall be in full accord with the provisions of this constitution.

B. by-laws may be passedamendedsuspendedyr rescindedy a two-thirds vote of the
Senate or by a majty of all graduate students voting in a referendum.

C. No by-laws shall be acteduponin any way without notice at leastone meetingin
advanceto all senatorsand representativesThe publishing of a by-law, or an
amendmento a by-law, or noticeof intentto rescindor suspendhe by-laws, in full,

in the agenda of a regularly called meeting shall constitute sufficient advance notice.

D. The amount of the activity fee levied by the GSO shall be set byaby

ARTICLE XlIl. AMENDING PROCEDURE

A. Constitutionalamendmentshallbe proposedo the graduatestudentoodyif approved
by a threefourths vote of the Senateat a regularmeeting,provideda quorumof at
leastonehalf of the senatorsaandvoting representativesf the GSOare presentand
that the amendmentwvas distributedto all voting membersat the previous senate
meeting.

B. Onceapprovedy the SenateproposedConstitutionalamendmentshall be presented
at a generalmeetingof graduatestudentsor througha generalmailing, andthen shall
be acceptedf they are approvedby a majority vote of thosevoting in a properly
advertised general election.

ARTICLE XIIl. IMPLEMENTATION

A. This Constitutionshall becomeeffective uponits acceptancasan amendmenin toto
to the Constitubn of the Senate in force before its acceptance.

B. The passag®f anyamendmento the Constitutionshallbe regardedasthe ratification
of a new Constitutioncomposedf the standingConstitutionexceptingdeletionsand
new passageasapprovedThenew Constitutionthuscreatedshallbearthe dateof its
latest amendment in its heading.

ARTICLE XIV . DISSOLUTION

Upon the dissolutionof the GSO the Senateshall, after paying or making provision for
the paymentof all of the liabilities of the GSO, disposeof all of the assetof the GSO
exclusively for charitableand educationalpurposesas shall at the time qualify as an
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exemptorganizationor organizationsunderSection501 (c) (7) of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1954 (or the correspondingprovision of any future United State Internal
Revenud._aw,) asthe Senateshalldetermineandasapprovedy a Justiceof the Supreme
Court. Any of suchassetsot so disposedof shall be disposedof by the Court having
jurisdiction thereofin the County of Broomein the Stateof New York, exclusivelyfor
such purposesor to such organizationor organizationsas said Court shall determine
which are organized and operated exclusively for such purposes.

CODE OF BY-LAWS
OF THE GRADUATE STUDENT ORGANIZATION

ARTICLE I. ELECTIONS

Section 1. Election of Senators

Electionsfor Senatorsshall be held in eachdepartmentwishing representatioron the
SenateTo be valid, the electionmustbe opento all registeredgraduatestudentsn that
departmenbr school.Electionsmay be held by postalballot or on site, asdeterminedby
an advertisedmeetingof the graduatestudentan the departmentbut the electorateshall
haveat leastonefull weekwhenclassesarein sessiorto returntheir ballot. The list of
candidatesand methodof voting mustbe announcedublicly and at leastone weekin
advanceof the beginningof the election.Ballots shall be countedby no lessthanthree
people, no more than one of which may be a candidatein the election. The
Suborganizatiorshall be responsiblgor providingthe Vice Presidenbf the GSOwith a
list of Senators signed by the President of the organization.

Responsibilities of the GSO Elections Committee@mirs:

A. The ElectionsCommitteeshall be co-chairedby the Chief Electiors Officer andthe
Vice Presidenbf the GSO.However thedutiesof the Vice Presidentn this capacitywill
be to serveas a consultantto the Chief Elections Officer in terms of guaranteeing
adherencago GSO policies and procedureswhile the Chief Elections Officer will be
responsibldor fulfilling electionsdutiesaslisted below.In the eventthatanygrievances
arefiled with the GSQOin relationto the GeneralElections,both the Vice Presidentand
the Chief Elections Officer will be held accountable.

B. Validation of voter registration.The Chief ElectionsOfficer mustobtaina complete
voting rosterfrom the RegistrarO®ffice. The rostermustbe requestedo laterthanone
week before the general elections take place.

C. Overseeingandvalidationof the nominationprocessThe Chief Election Officer and

the membersof the Elections Committee are responsiblefor reviewing candidate
applicationsand verifying each candidateOsligibility to run as specifiedin the GSO
Constitution. Upon verificatioand approval of candidates, the list of nominees should be
presented to the GSO Senate.
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D. Publicizing the Elections.The Chief ElectionsOfficer is responsiblefor overseeing
suchactivitiesasthe disseminatiorof informationaboutcandidatesandreferendaitems,
including but not limited to, the following means:the GSO Listservs, GSO Times
newsletter and fliers.

E. Organizing Forums. The Chief Elections Officer is responsiblefor presentingall

candidatego the graduatestudentbody at large in the form of a properly advertised
Elections Forum. Candidatescan use this Forum as an opportunity to discusstheir

platforms.

F. Validation of Elections. The Chief Elections Officer, along with membersof the
Elections Committee, shall overseethe voting process, the counting of ballots and
presenting a report to the Senate for ratification.

G. Accountability. The Chief Elections Officer and the Vice Presidentshall be
accountablgo the GSO and will be requiredto presentreportson the progressof the
Eledions to the Senate on a regular basis during the spring semester.

H. The postof Chief ElectionsOfficer ceasesf andwhenthe senateaatifiesthe resultsof
the elections, unless a grievance concerning the elections is filed with the GSO.

K. In theinstancethata grievanceconcerninghe electionsis filed with the GSO Senate
or GrievanceCommitteewhich leadsto the invalidationor investigationof the elections,
the Senateshall havethe powerto exerciseits right to suspendhe standingorderandto

takeanyactionit deemsecessaryo preservahe democratigorocessandintegrity of the

studentbody. In suchinstancesthe GSO Senateasthe right to receiveand act on any

relevantmotionsto dismissthe Chief ElectionsOfficer for any misconductprovidingthat

such a motion is supported by ttrards of the Senate.

Section 2. Election of Departmental Suborganization Officers

Electionsfor Suborganizatiomfficers shallbe heldin eachdepartmentvishing accesso

its percentagef the Activity Fees.To bevalid, the electionmustfollow the guidelinesin

Article 1, sectionl, andthe Vice Presidentof the GSO mustbe providedwith a list of
elected officers signed by the newly elected Treasurer and President of the organization.

Section 3. Eletion of non-Departmental Suborganization Officers

Electionsfor officers of nondepartmentalsuborganizationsnust be held before the

organizationmay have accesgo moniesallocatedby the Senatethe right to book the

GSO lounge,to senda representatie to the Senate.The election must be opento all

registeredgraduatestudentdisted asmembersf that suborganizationElectionsmay be

held by postal ballot or on site, as determinedby an advertisedmeeting of graduate
studentdn the suborganizationhut to be valid they mustfollow the guidelinesin Article

I, sectionl. The suborganizatioshall be responsibldor providingthe Vice Presidenbf

the GSOwith a list of electedofficers anda representativasignedby the newly elected
Treasurer and Bsident of the organization.
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Section 4. Election, Removal and Recall of the Student Member of the Binghamton
University Council (hereinafter referred to as the BU Council Representative)
1. Elections

a. Threerepresentativefrom the StudentAssociaton Elections Committee
shall join two representativesrom the GraduateStudentOrganization
ElectionsCommitteeto form a committeeto overseethe joint electionof
the BU Council Representative.

b. This committeemust elect a chair and a vice-chair at its first meeting.
Thesechairswill servefor the remainderof the academicyear. The chair
shall abstainfrom all votes,exceptthosein which he or shemustvote to
break a tie. The vieehair will act as chair in the absence of the chair.

c. At least two (2) of membersof the Student Association Elections
Committeeand one (1) memberof the GSO Electionscommittee,one of
which must be the chair or vice-chair, must be presentin order for a
meeting of this committee to take place.

d. The ExecutiveVice Presidenof the StudentAssociationandthe Elections
Chair of the GSO shall be ex officio members of this committee.

e. Thejoint committeeshalldetermindts own proceduredor the election,but
must conform to all general elections regulations:

1) as outlined in this constitution and its bylaws
2) as described by University wide policies
3) in conjunction with the GS®Qgeneral elections regulations

f. Lettersof intent must be solicited from both graduateand undergraduate
studentsLettersof intentshouldbe directedto the attentionof the chairor
vice-chair of the committee.

g. BU Council electionsshall be held at the sametime as StudentAssociation
Executive Board and Graduate Student Executive Board elections.

h. Both graduateand undergraduatestudentsshall vote in BU Council
elections.

I. If thereare grievancesagainstthe election,they shall be addressedo the
joint committee. Any decision of the joint committee is final.

2. Removal and Recall of the BU Council Representative
A. Removal
a. The BU Council Representativeanbe removedfor variousreasonsncluding,
but not limited to the grounds stated below. The BU Council
Representative shall not:
1) Have morethenfour (4) unexcusedbsence$rom Student
Assembly meetings
2) Havemorethenfour (4) unexcuse@bsencefrom Graduate
Student Organization meetings.
3) Have more then one (1) unexcused absencesfrom
Binghamton University Council meetings.

b. The StudentAssociationJudicialBoardor the GSO ExecutiveBoardmay hear
any grievanceagainstthe BU Council RepresentativeShouldthe Judicial
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Board or GSO Executive Board convict, the BU Council seatshall be
consideredvacantunlessthereis objectionfrom the GSO Senateor the
StudentAssemblyor this actionis in conflict with guidelinespromulgated
by the state university trustees.

c. The StudentAssemblyand GSO Senatemustvote on the removalof the BU
CouncilRepresentativat their respectivaneetinggmmediatelyfollowing
the conviction.A vote of two thirds (2/3) of the StudentAssemblyandthe
GSO shall remove the BU Council Representative.

B. Recall

a. A recall vote can be requesteddy a two thirds (2/3) vote of either the
StudentAssemblyor the GSO Senateshouldany attemptto removethe
BU Council Representative fail.

b. Any recall electionshallbe run by a joint electionscommitteeasdefined
in

Section VI, 1, a.

c. If therecall voteis in the affirmative, thenthe BU Council seatshall be
consideredvacant unless this action is in conflict with guidelines
promulgated by the state university trustees.

d. Any outcome of the referendum vote is binding.

3. Vacancy
If the BU Council StudentRepresentativeeatis vacatedthroughresignationor

removal,a new electionmust be held within twenty-one (21) classdays accordingto
these bylaws.

Section5. Election, Removal and Recall of the Graduate Student Representativeto
the Board of OCCT Inc. (hereinafter referred to as OCCT Representative)

1. Elections
Letters of intent should be directamthe attention of the chair or vichair of the
committee.
2. Removal and Recall of the OCCT Representative
A. Removal
a. The OCCT Representativecan be removed for various reasons
including, but not limited to unexcusedabsencesfrom OCCT
meetings
b. The GSO ExecutiveBoard may hearany grievanceagainstthe OCCT
RepresentativeéShouldthe GSO ExecutiveBoard convict, the OCCT
seatshallbe consideredracantunlessthereis objectionfrom the GSO
Senateor this actionis in conflict with guidelinespromulgatedoy the
state university trustees.
c. The GSO Senatanustvote on theremovalof the OCCT Representative
at its meetingimmediatelyfollowing the conviction. A vote of two
thirds (2/3) of the GSO shall remove the OCCT Representative.

B. Recall
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a. A recall vote canbe requestedy a two thirds (2/3) vote of the GSO
Senate should an attempt to remove the OCCT Representative fail.

b. If therecall vote is in the affirmative, thenthe OCCT Representative
seatshall be consideredvacantunlessthis actionis in conflict with
guidelines promulgated by the state university trustees.

c. Any outcome of the referendum vote is binding.

Section 6. \&cancies
Vacancies shall be filled by election, as defined above.

Section 7. Reelection

A. Senatrs and Suborganizatiomfficers may be re-electedto servemorethanoneterm
but may not serve more than four terms.

B. No executiveofficer shallbe allowedto hold an electedpositionin the GSOfor more
than two years altogether.

Section 8. General

A graduatestudentmay neitherrun nor be electedfor more than one GSO office at a

time, but nothing in this shall preventsimultaneousserviceas an officer or senatorof

GSOandasan officer of one or more suborganizationsyith the exceptionof the GSO
Treasurerwho may not be treasurerof any other GSO funded suborganizatiorwhile

holding the position of GSO Treasurer.

ARTICLE II. CONFLICT OF INTEREST

No officer or personreceivingremuneratiorfrom the GSOshallacceptany appointment,
position, or remunerationwhich is in conflict of interestwith her or his dutiesas a
member of the Senate. The Senate shall interpret the specific application ofltvis by

ARTICLE Ill. ALTERNATES TO THE GSO SENATE

A departmenbr nondepartmentakuborganizton may elect an alternatesenator(s)r
representativavho may act without written proxy in the absenceof the departmental
senator(s).Alternate senatorsor representativegnust be registeredwith the Vice
Presidenbf the GSOand,wheremorethanoneis electedfor a particulardepartmenbr
nondepartmentasuborganizationshall be designatedn orderof priority by the number
of votes cast in their favor.

ARTICLE IV . SENATE APPOINTMENTS

Section 1. Assistant to the President

At the determinatiorof the Presidentthe Senateshall havethe powerto createthe office
of Assistantto the Presidenf the GSO. The appointmenif Assistantto the President
shall be doneby an AppointmentCommitteewhich shall be madeup of the Executive
Boardandthree(3) Senataepresentatives he holderof thatpositionshallbe a member
of the ExecutiveBoard, shall receivethe sameremuneratioras an electedofficer, and
shall haveher or his dutiesassignedy the Senateand PresidentFor the term of heror
his office, an Assistant to the President shall be voting member of the Senate.
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Section 2. Removal
An Assistantto the Presidentmay be removedfrom office by a two-thirds vote of the
Senate.

Section 3. GSO Office Manager and Administrative Assistant
The Senateshall createthe postsof GSO Office Managerand Administrative Assistant
whose GSO salaries shall be set by the Senate with the Advice of the Budget Committee.

ARTICLE V . OFFICIAL RECORDS AND DOCUMENTS

Section 1. General
Copiesof the Constitution Codeof by-laws, andthe Budgetshallalwaysbe availableto
any graduate student upon request.

Section 2. Sunshine Policy

All recordsand files of the GSO shall be open and shall be public to any graduate
student.The only exceptionto this rule shal bethoserecordsandfiles requiredby law to
be confidential.

ARTICLE V I. GSO STIPENDS AND OFFICER RESPONSIBILITIES

Section 1. Officer Stipends

A. Stipendsof the President,Vice President,and Assistantto the Presidentand the
GraduateVice-Presidat for Multicultural Affairs are setat $4,000per yearandthe
stipendof the Treasureiis setat $5,500peryear (from July 1 to June31). The GSO
ExecutiveBoardis requiredto presenta reportat the endof eachsemestemforming
the GSO senate of ilcomplishments for the semester.

B. Wheneverman officer of the GSOdoesnot servea full term of office, the salaryfor that
office shall be paid on a pro rata basis.

C. The President,Vice President,Assistantto President,and the GVPMA shall be
requiredto work 5-7 hoursper week (3 of thosehoursshall be advertisedas office
hours).The Treasureshallberequiredto work 7-10 hoursperweek(5 hoursshallbe
advertised office hours). The officers should avoid overlapping office hours.

D. The outgoing ExecutiveBoardshall consecratat leastoneweekduring the monthof
May to train the E-Board Elect to easethe transition of new officers. The new

th
Treasurer needs to assume responsibilities no later than August 15

Section 2. Office Manage!iGSO Stipend
A. The stipend of the GSO Office Manager is set at $8,000 for an academic year.

B. The Office Managershall be requiredto work 20 hoursperweekbut is only required

to work whenclassesarein sessionThe Office ManagerOerm beginsandendswith
the academic year.
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C. Wheneveran Office Managerof the GSO doesnot servea full term of office, the
salary for that
office shall be paid on a pro rata basis.

D. Whenan Office Managercommitsto working the entireacademigyear,the GSOwil |
reimbursethe Office Managerfor the costof studenthealthinsuranceor an external
provider (grantedthat the external provider doesnot exceedthe currentuniversity
rates). The GSO will pay for either the domestic student health plan or the
internatonal plan dependingon the circumstancesf the studenthired, or an external
health plan as stipulated above.

Section 3. Newletter EditorOs Stipend
The stipendfor the editor of the GSONewslettershall be setat $50.00an issue,payable
after the pubication of each issue.

ARTICLE V II. FINANCES

Section 1. \buchers
1. Any two executivecommitteemembersshall jointly havethe powerto sign
vouchers and checks in lieu of the Treasurer of the GSO.
2. Salaryvouchersfor the ExecutiveBoard shall be submittedmonthly and shall
be signed prior to the payment month.

Section 2. Reallocation of Funds

Departmentasuborganizationshall havethe powerto reallocate20% of their budgetto
other departmentakuborganizationgnd non-departmentakuborganiations shall have
the power to reallocated10% of their budgetto other departmentakuborganizations
groups subject to the approval of the GSO Treasurer.

Section 3. Departmental Suborganization Budgets

Any departmentasuborganizatiorshall be entitledto receiveat leastforty-two andone
half percentof the moniesgeneratedy its membersunlessthe GSOis in exceptional
fiscal crisis. Under such conditions,the Senateshall have the power to activate this
exceptionalityclause,and by a two-thirds vote may reduceallocationto departmental
suborganizationsyhich shallbe operableonly for onefinancialyearat a time. Oncethis
exceptionalityclauseis activatedby a two-thirdsvotein the Senatethe Senateshallhave
the power to allocatean appr@riate percentagef the GSO funds to the departmental
suborganizationsdoy a simple majority. The percentageshall be determinedfrom
information providedto the GSO by either the Registraror the Office of Institutional
Research.

Section 4. RoHOver

All moniesraisedindependenthby suborganizationgs fund raisingeventsand unspent
at the end of the financial year shall rollover into that suborganization@scountfor the
following year.All unspentGSOmoniesshallnotroll overandshallrevertto thegeneral
fund. Exceptiongto this provisionshall be determinedoy the GSO E-Boardandinclude
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only organizationghat producejournals.thatmustspenda portion of their moniesat the
conclusion of the academic year.

Section 5. RoliBack

No suborgnization shall expendmore than 30% of its total allocation after April 1

without prior approvalfrom the GSO Treasurer.Requestdor such approvalmust be

submittedin writing to the GSO Treasureprior to April 1. After April 1, all moniesin

excessof 30% of the total allocationnot approvedfor retentionby the GSO Treasurer
shall be removedfrom suborganizatioraccountsand rolled back to the Fund Balance.
Requestdor restoratiorof suborganizatiofundsmadeafter April 1 mustbe madeto the
Senate in accordance with the Constitution (Article X, Section C).

ARTICLE V Ill. GSCTRF

Section 1. Purpose and Composition

Thereshallbe a GSCTRFcommitteechairedby a GSO officer andcomprisedof at least
onefaculty memberandtwo studentqalternatingfrom the Humanities,Social Sciences,
and the Physicaland Natural Sciences/Profession&ichools).This committeewill read
the files submittedby graduatestudentsseekingreimbursemenof expensedor travel.
This includes professionalmeetingsto presenta paper,sourcesto conductresearch,
exhibition or performanceThe committeeshall allocatefundsin partial reimbursement
as they see fit within the guidelines determined by the Senate.

Section 2. Application Procedure

A. The following documentations requiredfor a GSCTRFrequestto be considereda
completedapplicationform; a realistic budgetand receiptsfor all items listed; full
information aboutany other funding receivedor appliedfor this event;a report of
previousfundingfrom GSCTRFandfrom othersourcesa detailedoutline/prospectus
of the presentation/project; a copy of the program or a letter confirming participation.

B. A more detaileddescriptionof the applicationprocessand any exclusionsshall be
publishedby the GSO in the documentGSCTRF Guidelinesfor Applicationsand
may be reviewedandrevisedby the Senatewithin the rulesdeterminedn theseby-
laws. Suchamendment$o the guidelinesshallbe amendmentso the by-laws. Partof
the guidelinesshall be in compliancewith the N.Y.S. Regents®oard of Trustees
Guidelinesfor Use of StudentActivity Feesoutlinedin Item 053, Section302.140f
saidguidelines Complianceshallincludeadequat@lisseminatiorio interestedparties
on the State University of New York at Binghambn campus of the
information/researchwhich students present/conductwhile traveling under the
GSCTRFgrant. Adequatedisseminatiorof informationaboutthe GSCTRFshall be
published every semester and shall be provided to all graduate students.

Section3. Allocation

Monies shall be awarded after the event, no grant shall exceedhalf of the total
documenteatostof the project/presentatio@ndthe maximumgrantlevel determinedy
the GSCTRFcommitteeshall in no caseexceed$200.00.In the eventof an excessof
applications,the committeewill give priority to new applicants.Therewill also be a
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maximumof $200allocationfor travel/research/exhibition/performande maximumof
$250per academicyearwill be allocatedper student. A maximumof $750 per student
shall be allocated for the duration of oneOs studies.

Section 4. Budgeted Amount

The GSOshallallocateup to 5% of its incometo the GSCTRF A furtherallocationfrom
the fund balanceof an amountup to the rolled over from the GSCTRFto the Fund
Balanceat the end of every previousfiscal year may be madeas an amendmento the
budget for the current fiscal year.

ARTICLE IX. MONEY MANAGEMENT

Section 1. Financial Records

The financial recordsof the GSO shall be opento the chief financial officer of SUNY-

Binghamton(or her or his designeepndto all membersof the Senateandthe Treasury
OverseeingCommittee.Any SUNY-Binghamtongraduatestudentshall be allowed to

inspectthe accountsof the currentfinancial yearif sheor he presentshe or himselfto

the GSOTreasureiat the conclusionof a Senatemeetingor during office hours.This by-

law shallnotrestrictaccesgo recordsto thosetimesor personsspecified but rather,shall

mandate access at those times and to those persorigedpeci

Section 2. Stabilization Fund
Thereshallbe a stabilizationfund of $25,000andsaidfund shall not be expendedexcept
in case of fiscal crisis.

ARTICLE X. CONTRACTS

Suborganizationsnust presentall contractsto the GSO ExecutiveCommitteefor prior
approval.Failureto obtainprior approvalmakesthe obligationsof any contractthe sole
responsibility of the signatory.

ARTICLE XI. ALCOHOL PERMITS

In order to foster a safe and responsibleatmosphereon and off campus,the GSO
implements thedilowing policy:

Section 1. Off Campus Policy

Departmentaland suborganizationsare limited to two bulk alcohol purchasegBulk
Alcohol refersto kegs,quarterkegs,multiple liter of wine) persemesterThesepurchases
mustbe justified by the numberof personsattendingan event(at least100 peoplefor a
keg, etc.); thatis, the reasonfor purchasingoulk alcoholshouldbe for easily servinga
large number of people and not for OkegstandsOor Obinge drinking.O The
suborganizatiorwill be responsiblefor monitoring and controlling the consumptionof
alcohol.

Section 2. On Campus Policy

Departmentaland suborganizationsare required to obtain a Binghamton University
Alcohol Permitfor all eventsin which alcoholis going to be served.By obtainingthis
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permit, the organizationsagreeto follow andinsurethatall provisionsof the regulations
are properly implemented.Theseregulationsaddresdegal and safety issuescritical to
maintaininga safeandresponsiblatmosphereSpecifically,alcoholpermits requirethree
currentlyregisteredstudentverthe ageof 21 to signthe form, indicatingunderstanding
of the policiesandtakingresponsibilityfor theirimplementationAll GSOOrganizations
must adhereto the OMaximumQuantities Beverages@uideine as outlined by the
Alcohol Permit.

The GSOreservegheright to checkthesepurchase$o makesurethatthe policy is being
followed. Any violation of this policy will resultin the suspensiomf alcoholpurchasing
for a whole year.

ARTICLE XIl. MA' NDATORY FEES

Section 1. Activity Fees
The GSO shall collect an activity fee of $40.00 per semester from all graduate students.

Section 2. Fee Waivers
The GSO ExecutiveBoardshall be empoweredo waive the Feefor thosestudentsvho
canprovidethemwith sufficientevidencethattheywill not visit the SUNY-Binghamton
campusfor the durationof the period of the waiver (one completesemesteior more).
Receivingthe fee waiver prohibitsthe studentfrom receivingany benefitsfrom the GSO
(including theGSCTREF).

Section 3. Fee Allocation
1. Off College Campus Transport (OCCT) Allocation

The GSOshall collect a fee of $8 per semestefrom graduatestudentso go directly to
Off CollegeCampusTransport.Althoughthe OCCT fee s collectedas part of graduate
students@ctivitiesfees,it is not to beincludedin the budgetcalculationsinceit is not a
direct income, but an off-balanceitem. Calculationsfor departmentakllocationsand
GSCTRF(42.5% and 5%, respectively)do not take into consideratiorthe OCCT fee.
Suchfee is basedon agreemenwith OCCT Inc. that is renewedannuallyand can be
revoked at any time if the GSO constituency deems it necessary through a referendum.

2. Campus PrSchool
The GSO shall distribute $10,000.00eachyear to the campuspre-schoolin order to
subsidizecostsfor graduatestudentsThis allocationis basedon an agreementvith the
campuspre-school. The agreements asfollows. Graduatestudentscurrently enrolledat
SUNY Binghamtonareeligible for GSO subsidy(alocateddirectly to the CampusPre
School,which will thenadjusttuition accordingly)if they meetthe following criteria: 1)
Annual income of lessthan $25,000.00basedon adjustedgrossincome (accordingto
informationon IRS 1040form previousyear);2) Full time enrolimentwith a minimum
12 creditsfor level 1 graduatestudentsanda minimum9 creditsfor level 2 & 4 graduate
studentgexceptionsstudentsvith advancedloctoralstatuswho enrolledfor 1-creditfull
time equivalent).

3. ProfessionaBudget Line
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The GSOshallallot up to $2,000.0Qto the CareerDevelopmentCenter.This moneywill
be disbursedupon demandwhen the CDC organizeseventsspecifically gearedtoward
graduate students.

ARTICLE Xlll. AMENDMENTS TO THE BY -LAWS

Section 1. Pocedure

All proposedby-law amendmentsnustbe submittedin writing to the Vice Presidenin
due time for her or him to distribute them to senatorsand representativesne senate
meetingin advanceof the one at which they will be voted upon. The publishng of an
amendmento a by-law, or notice of intentto rescindor suspendhe by-laws, in full, in
the agendaof a regularly called meetingshall constitutesufficient advancenotice. by-
laws may be passedamendedsuspendedyr rescindedy a two-thirds vote of the Senate
or by a majority of all graduate students voting in a referendum.

Section 2. Ratification

The passagef any amendmento the by-laws shall be regardedas the ratification of a
new set of by-laws composedof the standingby-laws exceping deletionsand new
passagess approved.The new by-laws thus createdshall bear the date of its latest
amendment in its heading.

ARTICLE XIV . GSO GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE

Section 1. The GSO grievancecommitteehasthe power to hearand resolveconflicts
within the GSO.

Section 2. Composition of the Grievance Committee.

An overseerof the committeeshall be appointedby the GSO Presidentat the start of
his/hertermandconfirmedby the SenateThe overseeis a nonvoting memberandshall
servein this positionfor oneyear.The overseeis responsibldor appointingmembersof
the grievance committee at the time a grievanceis filed. The committee shall be
comprisedof a membershipof at leastthree(3) graduatestudentsvho are found not to
have confict of interest.

Section 3. Who can file.

A. Graduatestudents(including but not restrictedto senators,executive body and
employeesof the GSO), all currently registeredstudentsof SUNY Binghamtonor
students registered at the time of conflict.

B. Grievancesanbefiled againstMembersof the GSOexecutiveboard,staff, senators,
or the GSO body as a whole; any elected or appointed official of a GSO
suborganization.

Section 4. Filing Procedures

The grievancemust be filed within six (6) weeksof the incident (with provisionsfor
extenuatingcircumstances)Written notification of the grievancemustbe filed usingthe
providedform. Any affidavits or other supportingdocumentamay be submittedat the
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time of filing or until the date of the hearng. This committeeshall havethe power to
verify the validity of all documents submitted.

Section 5. Rights of the Parties Involved

The accusedshall be notified by the committeewithin two (2) weeksof filing. The

accusedhas the right to submit any affidavits or other supporting evidenceto the

committeefor review. Both partiesshall be askedto approvethe (voting) committee
memberdo ensurethatthereis no conflict of interest.With just cause githerparty may
challengethe compositionof the committee. A grievanceshall be actedupon by the

committee within one (1) month of filing. If the committee does not act upon the

grievancewithin one month,the Senatehasthe powerto choosea new overseeifor the

committee All partiesshall receivea written judicial decisionwithin two (2) monthsof

filing. A datedcopy of this decisionwill be kepton file in the GSO office. The accused
shall have the right to file one appeal of this decision.

Section 6. The Appeal Process

The original decisionby the grievancecommitteeis binding unlessoverturnedby appeal.
Theaccusedr accusersnayfile anappealwithin one (1) monthof the datethe decision

is filed. The appealcommitteewill be comprisedof three (3) new voting members,
chosenby the overseerand approvedby both parties. The grievancecommitteeshall
abide by the same rules and decide with the same power as the grievance committee.

Section 7. Powrs of the Grievance Committee

Resolutionsby the grievancecommittee shall include but not be limited to: public
sanctionof anindividual; banninganindividual from GSOmeetinggfor a lengthof time
specifiedby the committee;suspendingn individual from carrying out their dutiesand
privileges related to GSO workings for a length of time $getby the committee.

ARTICLE XV . TAX-EXEMPT STATUS

Not withstandingany other provisions of thesearticles, the organizationis organize
exclusively for one or more of the purposesas specifiedin Section501(c)(3) of the
internalRevenueCodeof 1986,andshall not carry on any activitiesnot permittedto be
carriedon by an organizationexemptfrom Federalincometax underlRC 501(c)(3)or
corresponding provisions of any subsequent tax laws.

No partof the netearningsof the organizationshall inure to the benefitof any member,
trustee, director, officer of the organization,or any private individual (except that
reasonableompensationmay be paid for servicesrenderedo or for the organization),
and no member,trustee,officer of the organizationor any private individual shall be
entitledto sharein the distribution of any of the organizationOasseton dissolutionof
the organization.

No substantiapart of the activities of the organizationshall be carryingon propaganda,
or otherwiseattenpting to influence legislation exceptas otherwiseprovided by IRC
501(c)(3),or participatingin, or interveningin (including the publicationor distribution
of statements)any political campaignon behalfof or in oppositionto any candidategor
public office.
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In the eventof dissolution,all of the remainingassetsand propertyof the organization
shall after paymentof necessargxpenseshereofbe distributedto suchorganizationsas
shall qualify under section501 (c)(3) subsequenFederaltax laws, or to the Federal
governmenbr Stateor local governmenfor a public purpose subjectto the approvalof
a Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of New York.

In any taxableyearin which the corporationis a private foundationasdescribedn IRC
501(c)(3),the organizationshall distribute its income for said period at suchtime and
manneras not to subjectit to tax underIRC 4942, and the organizationshall not (a)
engagean any actof selfdealingasdefinedin IRC 4941 (b), retainany exces business
holdingsasdefinedin IRC 4943 (c), (b) makeany investmentan sucha mannerasto
subjectthe organizationto tax underlRC 4944, or (c) makeany taxableexpendituress
defined in IRC 4945 (d) or corresponding provisions of any subsequeertafFéax laws.
Amended May 2007.
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